GWRRA CHAPTER FL2-F, GULF COAST WINGS
PUNTA GORDA, FL
FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE
Sep 28, 2016

RIDE MEETING HOURS CHANGE OCT 1: Starting Saturday October 1 we will be
reverting to our lunch ride schedule. We will meet behind the McDonald’s at 24133
Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte at 930 AM. We will leave the parking lot at 10 AM.
Since the weather should start cooling off a little our rides will be a little longer and we
will be going to all your favorite lunch hangouts. This Saturday we will ride out to The
Lazy Flamingo in Bokelia.
ATTENTION! ATTENTION!! NEW RIDE MEETING LOCATION:
Until further notice, We will be using a new ride meeting location.
We will meet behind the McDonald’s in the parking lot at the Peachland Promenade
Shopping Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. (instead of Burger King)
Check out the web site for more info.
This is a McDonald’s. I am pretty sure that if you are a Gold Wing Rider, you can find
any McDonald’s on demand. If not, you will have to turn in your red spoon.

POLITICS – A CHAPTER KILLER: by Brad Mohr M.E.C. GWRRA Chapter FL2-F
The National Election is upon us and opinions are hot and heavy. Having served in the
U.S. Army and Department of Defense for over 30 years, I took a constitutional oath
that I still affirm and am grateful to live in a nation founded on the principles of
democracy and equality. I have utter faith in our election process that has served us
well since 1787. But I also recognize that my political opinions do not represent other
GWRRA riders and it is imperative that I not force those opinions on others –
especially now when emotions are enflamed by personal political values during this
election. GWRRA policy is to remove politics and religion as a divisive force and
actually declares that these discussions are not authorized in the organization. Chapter
and friendships have been destroyed over political disagreement. Let’s keep the
focus on riding – forget the politics!

CHAPTER GATHERING : Our next Chapter Gathering will be OCT 8, 8 am Breakfast,
meeting at 9 AM. There will be an after meeting ride to Wingtoberfest in Lake Harbor
or an alternate ride to the White Elephant in Englewood. Meet in parking lot after
meeting. (See the Wingtoberfest flyer at the end of the newsletter)
CHAPTER TEAM MEETING: There will be a Chapter Team meeting Thurs Oct 6 at
7 PM at Glen’s house 1435 Salyers St in Port Charlotte. This meeting is primarily for
Chapter Team members, but all are welcome to attend.
GOLD WING RIDER EVOLUTION

You know that it’s true

ATTENTION GWRRA MEMBERS- GOLD BOOK:
2016 Gold Book updates are due by Monday, November 2nd. If you would like to
update your Gold Book Information go to http://www.gwrra.org/2016-GBpostcard.png .Print out the card and mail it to:
Mail: 21423 N. 11th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85027 USA
Email: memberservices@gwrra.org
Phone: 800-843-9460 / 623-581-2500
Manage My Record: membership.gwrra.org
Website: gwrra.org/contact.html
Online Chat: gwrra.org/livechat.html
Fax: 877-348-9416

If you have questions Call Member Services at 800-843-9460. If you have more
than one address, Please call and create a “Gold Book” Address
FREE TRC AND PANCAKE BREAKFAST (NOT FREE) NOV 5: There will be a Trike
Rider Course held in the parking lot of United Methodist Church 21075 Quesada Ave in
Port Charlotte Saturday Nov 5. There will be a classroom portion and a range portion.
The Church is having a Pancake Breakfast that morning. We have attended the pancake
breakfast in the past and it was great! Slots are limited so get your slot reserved NOW!
This course if provided free by Florida Rider Ed, you must have a Florida address. You
can reserve your slot by sending a check to Glen Disbrow PO Box 380571 Murdock Fl
33938 or contact me in person. The $25.00 will be returned to you when you at the
start of class.
TRAINING SEMINARS OCT 15: Chapter FL2-G will host two training seminars at Sun
Sports, on Saturday, Oct 15. The seminars will be “Going, Going, Gone” and “Running
Hills, Mountains, and Curves.” Presenter will be Dan Thomas.
SANDY AND GARY ARE ON THE ROAD TO WING DING- Sandy has been good
enough to share their “on the road” experience with us. Note: Because of the
number of pictures & articles I have had to cut some of them from the newsletter.
All of the articles and pictures are available on our website.. If you would like to see all
of her articles and pics, you can see them at our website http://gwrra-fl2-f.org/. Look
in the upper right under “Latest News”
ON THE ROAD TO WING DING SEP 11:
September 11 was a day of remembrance for us and also a busy day playing tourist. We
decided that we would spend the entire day in the RMNP. Our first stop was at the donut shop
( are you surprised) where the line was out the door with people waiting to buy homemade
donuts. We left there and headed to the Fall River Visitor Center. This is quite a complex as
there is a restaurant and a huge gift shop as well as the Visitor Center. I did get my stamp for
my National Park Passport book . We also found that we saved $20 park entrance fee by
having our senior pass. Another benefit from being "seasoned citizens".

We followed the Trail Ridge Road to the next visitor center which was the Alpine Visitor
Center. The view of the mountains was incredible and we were also lucky enough to see a herd
of elk. The elk were laying on a side hill and not easily photographed as we could not walk out
on the side hill. When we got to the visitor center we found we were 11,976 feet high. This
center also has a cafe where we got another cup of coffee and there is another incredible gift
shop. We look at all the gift shops, but living in the motorhome we have a rule that if you buy
something you have to get rid of something so it does cut down on my shopping. I did get
another stamp for my passport book. We continued on the park road to the Kawuneeche
Visitor Center. Another stamp for my book and we were also able to watch the 20 minute
video called " Spirit of the Mountains". The first two pictures below show the mountains and
picture three shows the elk.
I talked with the park ranger to see what the best route might be back to Estes Park. It seems
that we have three options. 1. Go back the same way we just came 2. Go south to Granby and
then head west for a short way on route 40 and then north on route 125 to Walden which is
supposed to be the home to many moose and then east on route 14 to county road 27 and then
route 34 to Estes Park 3. Go south to Granby and then go east on route 40 to I 70 and then
route 119 north to route 7 north to Estes Park. We opted for number 2 and headed south to
Granby. We went by Grand Lake which is the biggest natural lake in Colorado. The lake is one
mile long and 3/4 mile wide. Picture four shows Grand Lake.
We had lunch at the Chuck Wagon Cafe in Granby before heading back to Estes Park. We saw
a little moose in Walden. We also found that route 27 was a very narrow windy road which
would have been a great route on the motorcycle. Unfortunately the weather is just a little too
cool for me as I am quickly becoming a wimp. The temp has stayed right around 48 to 50
degrees. Picture five shows the scenery we saw on our way back to Estes Park.
We had a wonderful day looking at the mountains and also noticed that the aspen leaves are
beginning to turn yellow. It is after 5:00 now so the question of the day is "DO ELK PLAY
GOLF DAILY?

The pictures below show the elk on the golf course. They eat, they lay down and relax and you can see
the bull stays off by himself while eating. The pictures are a little dark because it is now dusk.

ON THE ROAD TO WING DING Sep 12: September 12 was our last day in Estes Park .
The weather forecast said it was going to be a rainy day, but the sun was shining even
though the temp was only 51 degrees. We had one more road to do in the RMNP so we
headed to the Beaver Meadows Visitor Center. I was able to get another stamp for my
passport book. We did not watch the movie because it was the same one we had just
seen in the Kawuneeche Visitor Center. We left Beaver Meadows and headed for the
Moraine Park Discovery Center where I got my last stamp for my passport book from
the RMNP. The first picture below shows the scenery on the way to the Moraine Visitor
Center.We are now driving on Bear Lake Road and heading to the park and ride
parking lot. This is such a popular area for visitors that the parking lot at Bear Lake fills
up fast. We got on the shuttle and traveled to Bear Lake. We went on the short walk
around Bear Lake. There are actually hundreds of hiking trails all over the park. Some
of these trails are less than a mile and some will take the entire day. Our little walk was
just about a mile. We had a beautiful day for a walk and took the shuttle back to the
parking lot. Pictures two, three and four show us walking around the lake.
We saw a little mule deer on the side of the road just after we left the parking lot.
Picture five shows the little deer eating on the side of the road. We decided to go back
into town and take another walk up and down the sidewalks to see if anything in any of
the souvenir shops calls out "buy me" to us. We split a small sub at Chicago's Best Pizza
and then went back to the motorhome to pick up some of our stuff in preparation for
leaving tomorrow.
At 6:00 we headed back to the golf course to see if the elk were golfing tonight, but alas
they were not there. Every night on our way to see the elk we had passed by Cables Pub
and Grille and their parking lot was always full so we decided to eat dinner there
tonight. They are a sports bar and have NFL specials for Monday, Thursday and
Sunday so we decided to order the spaghetti special. What a wonderful dinner so we

definitely made the right choice.
We decided to check the golf course once more before heading back to the
campground, but still no elk. We headed back to the campground and put the car in the
trailer. We just got the car loaded when it began to rain. We had another great day and
look forward to more adventures tomorrow.

ON THE ROAD TO WING DING Sep 13: First of all I have to apologize as I told you
that we saw a small mule deer on the side of the road when we were leaving RMNP
when in fact it was a small elk. Gary pointed that out to me, but by that time I had hit
the send button. I also had an e mail from one of my observant friends that pointed it
out to me.
We left Estes Park about 7:30 on September 13 and just as we were getting ready to
leave the campground we saw a big bull elk across the road from us. Very nice of him to
say goodbye to us. It was overcast and by the time we had started our descent on route
36 we were in misty rain which never let up until we were just outside of Denver. We
fueled up at the Pilot station there amidst a lot of construction, but finally managed to
get back on I-25 and head south to Colorado Springs. We had reservations at a KOA
that we stayed in in 2013. The reason that we are going back is because there was
severe flooding in Colorado in 2013 and several of the sites I wanted to visit were closed
because sections of the road had washed out. One of the places I wanted to see was
Seven Falls. Seven Falls was owned by Al Hill who was a Texas oilman. Al purchased
the area in 1948 and the family owned it until April 11, 2014 when it was purchased by
the Broadmoor Hotel. I think the renovations needed to keep it open after the flooding
was too much for the family so they had to sell. The parking lot for the falls is at the
hotel and then they shuttle you up to the site. When you get to the entrance to the falls
there is a tram that will take you the rest of the way to the falls or you can walk the 8
tenths of a mile. We opted to walk and the first picture below shows Gary on the path
just before the Pillars of Hercules which are the two stone walls next to the path. The
second picture is me standing next to the Indian guarding the stairs to the Eagles Nest.
It is not a real eagles nest, it us just a platform where you can get a birds eye view of the

falls. (Pretty puny don't you think?) The trail that we took began at 6,800 feet and
ended at 7,200 feet before we reached the stairs that would take us to the very top.
There are 264 steps from the base of the falls to the top. We started out, but by the time
we reached the halfway point I thought I was going to die because I couldn't catch my
breath. We opted to take pictures three and four on the halfway platform and call it a
day. Picture five is the one we took of the entire falls from the Eagles Nest.
We decided to have a very late lunch (or early dinner) at the 1858 Restaurant . We
ordered their famous nachos which were supposed to be for two people, but in actuality
we took half of them home. We decided to take the tram back to the entrance to catch
the shuttle back to the parking lot.
So far we have had a wonderful day, but we have one more stop to make which I will
tell you about later.

The second place we visited on September 13 was the Shrine to Will Rogers. The road that leads to the
shrine goes through the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo and the zoo admission includes letting you drive up
to the shrine. I couldn't convince the girl at the ticket booth not to charge me because the road was
washed out when we visited the zoo in 2013, but instead of charging me the full admission of $20
each she gave me a military discount so we only paid $6. Thank goodness that Gary wears his military
hat everywhere we go!
I know some of you are too young to remember Will Rogers, but he was a humorist who made the
comment " I never met a man I didn't like." He died in a plane crash in Alaska in 1935 and his good
friend Spencer Primrose was in the process of building a chapel on the top of Cheyenne Mountain. It
was completed in 1937 and Soencer decided to dedicate it to his friend Will Rogers.
Picture one is a bust of Will and picture two is the outside of the shrine. Picture three is a statue of the
elephant we passed during our drive through the zoo. Picture four is the mother and baby mule deer
we saw after leaving the zoo and picture five is the buck that was standing across the road. These deer
were right next to the road in a housing development.
This was the end to a wonderful day and even Gary said so.

ON THE ROAD TO WING DING SEP 14: September 14 was the day I had hoped we would
ride the bike up the Pikes Peak Highway to the summit of 14,115 feet. The 49 degree weather was my
only problem because I knew it would be much colder on the top. We could have taken the car, but we
took the cog railway to the summit three years ago so it was " bike or bust" just like the old saying
"Pikes Peak or Bust". At 10:00 it still hadn't warmed up much so out came the AAA Tour book and we
headed for the Ghost Town Wild West Museum. The first picture below shows me with an elk of a
different color.The museum is on the site of the old roundhouse facility of the Colorado Midland
Railroad. They have taken actual old west buildings and created an authentic 1800's ghost town which
includes a saloon with an actual table from the saloon in Cripple Creek Colorado that was saved when
the town burned down in 1898. I found that interesting because we had visited the current saloon in
Cripple Creek three years ago. They also have a blacksmith, general store and a shooting gallery that
Gary had to try to see if he was as good as Wild Bill Hickok or Buffalo Bill Cody. The second picture
below shows him trying his luck.There were also two player pianos that for a mere 25 cents would
play a tune. In the newspaper office I could have had a wanted poster printed up with Gary's name
and picture . Would you have wanted Gary? We also had a chance to pan for gold. We both tried, but
alas we did not make enough to pay for our trip, in fact we didn't even make enough to pay for lunch.
Pictures three and four show our feeble attempt at panning for gold.
I told you that the Museum was on the site of the old roundhouse area of the railroad. Well, the actual
building that had room for 14 cars is still there and has been converted into retail space that includes
doctors offices, stores and a restaurant. The Colorado Mountain Brewery is the main restaurant so we
opted to have our supper there. All of the stone walls are original from 1887 and they also have a bell
from a 1902 Union Pacific steam locomotive that was involved in a derailment and the engine was
scrapped. If you enjoy your meal or are having an exceptionally good time, you can ring the bell. I
really enjoyed my bison chili so I rang the bell. Picture five below shows me making a loud noise.
Off to Wal Mart on our way back to the campground. I know, with all of the meals we eat out we

shouldn't have to shop so much. We had a wonderful day and look forward to tomorrow.

ON THE ROAD TO WING DING SEP 15:

We left Colorado Springs about 7:30 on September 15 and
headed south on the interstate until we reached Walsenburg. We headed west on scenic route 160 past the Spanish Peaks
which are in the Sangre de Cristo mountain range. Our destination is our campground in Mosca, CO. We have reservations at
the San Luis Lakes State Park. This is a real adventure today because Gary doesn't like state parks as we usually don't fit, but
this time the lady assured me that we would. ( Remember Mary in Billings assured a lot of people a lot of things that weren't
true.)

The sand dunes became a park in 1932 when President Herbert Hoover signed the bill. This park protects the tallest sand dunes
in North America at 750 feet high. They encompass 30 square miles. Our first stop was in the visitor center where we watched
the 20 minute video. When the wind blows, the sand is too heavy to rise over the mountains so over a course over thousands of
years deposits have accumulated forming the dunes.
Now it was time to head out to the sand dunes where we could walk up to the top. If we were adventurous we could even rent a
specially designed sand board or sand sled to slide on the dunes. The dunes are made of sand very similar to beach sand so it
is not easy walking. Good for the legs though! Gary really didn't want to leave the parking lot, but I really needed a photographer
so he walked out on the flat part of the area.The pictures below show the dunes and then me trudging out toward the first hill
and then the tiny pink speck is me standing on the first hillock. It would have taken me the majority of the day to get to the very
top because you go up and then down some before you start up again. More of a workout than I wanted seeing as how I hadn't
rented the sled to get myself down really fast and easy.
All in all it was a fun day and a nice quiet campground as we only had one other camper that was anywhere near us.

CHAPTER GATHERING:
Our next Chapter Gathering
will be held at the Olympia
Restaurant 3245 Tamiami
Trail, Port Charlotte. Breakfast
will be at 8am. There will be a
SHORT update meeting, then
we have 2 options for after
meeting rides
.

RIDE SAFE- RIDE AWARE

WINGTOBERFEST: Chapter FL2-A hosts on October 8 11AM to 230PM in Lake
Harbor Fl- see our Website for more details (flyer is at end of the newsletter)
TRAINING SEMINARS: Training Seminars “Going, Going, Gone” and “Riding Hills,
Mountains, and Curves” will be presented by Dan Thomas Chapter FL2-G at Sun
Sports on Oct 15. (Time will be announced)
FL2-G PANCAKE BREAKFAST: October 22, 10 am At Sun Sports in Fort Myers
REGION A RALLY: Oct 27-29, Lakepoint Resort Lodge, Eufalla Al
WING DING 39: Wing Ding 39 will be held in Grapevine, Texas Aug 27 to Sep 2,
2019. Go to wing-ding.org/39 for more information.
WINGERS AND WAVES: Cruise to Nassau, Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, and
St Marteen 7 nights Jan 22, 2017. Only$1081 per person. See details at
http://www.wingersnwaves.com/caribbean-from-florida-1-22-2017.html.
Some of our members are defiantly going on this cruise.

OPEN ROAD OUTFITTERS

GUESTS: Guests are welcome on our rides and events, we encourage that. How
else could you decide if you want to continue to participate? You can join by contacting
me, printing out the form on the website and mailing it in or going to www.gwrra.org.
You don’t have to own a Gold Wing to belong.
CONTACT INFO: Your Chapter Directors are Glen & Edee Disbrow. Email is
glen.disbrow@gmail.com and phone is 206-396-0848. My address is PO Box
380571 Murdock, Fl 33938.
You are receiving this email because you have expressed interest in receiving information from and
about GWRRA Chapter FL2-F Gulf Coast Wings. If you wish to be removed from the email list send
an email to glen.disbrow@gmail.com and write “Remove Me” in the subject line and I will remove
your name from the email list. Your email address is used only for Chapter business and is not given
to anyone else for any reason

CHANGES TO WEEKLY RIDES: Changes to the weekly rides may happen
from time to time due to a great number of different factors. Check the website
for the most up to date information
WHATS GOING ON.

Come on your bike, come on your trike, come in your car.. we don’t
care- just be there!
Wednesday Breakfast Ride. *Wednesday Sep 28* -Ride to Family Table in North Port..
We will meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping
Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 7:30 AM Ride leaves at
8AM. LAST BREAKFAST RIDE THIS SUMMER.
* CHANGE TO FALL SCHEDULE OCT 1** RIDES MEET 930 AM - LEAVE AT 10AM*
Saturday Ride. *Saturday Oct 1 * - Ride to Lazy Flamingo, Bokelia. We will meet
behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 24133
Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM.
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday Oct 5 * -Ride to Olympic Restaurant in Avon Park. We
will meet behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping
Center 24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10
AM.
Chapter Team Meeting: Oct 6, at 7 PM held at 1435 Salyers St. Port Charlotte. Meeting
is primarily for Chapter Officers but all are welcome to attend.
CHAPTER GATHERING Oct 8: Chapter Gathering at Olympia Restaurant 3245
Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte. Breakfast at 8 AM – short social meeting at 9 AM.
After Meeting Ride: Ride to Chapter FL2-A Wingtoberfest in Lake Harbor, Fl. We will
ride over with members of FL2-G. Meet in the parking lot after the Chapter Gathering
Alternate After Meeting Ride: There will be an alternate After Meeting Ride to the
White Elephant in Englewood. Meet in Parking lot after the Gathering.
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday Oct 12 * -Ride to Foyer’s in LaBelle. We will meet
behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 24133
Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM.
Saturday Ride. *Saturday Oct 1 * - Ride to Casa Tequila in Lake Placid. We will meet
behind the McDonalds parking lot at the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center 24133
Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Meet at 9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM.

