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Ride to Bok Tower Gardens

Thanks to Robert Calnen for the great picture!

CHECK THE WEBSITE
I have updated the website and put up a bunch of the pictures that we have
taken all season. Check it out at http://gwrra-fl2-f.org/2017-events-fun-withfriends

CHAPTER GATHERING
Our next Chapter Gathering will be this coming Saturday, May 6th at the Golden
Corral Restaurant at 1451 Tamiami Trail in Punta Gorda.
We will have a social breakfast starting at 8 AM then a short update type meeting.
These are fun casual get-togethers to get everyone up to date on the huge line up of new
activities and rides that Dave Beuker and Brad Mohr have arranged for us.
Needless to say we don’t conduct Chapter “business” or do a Roberts Rules or anything
like that. Its pretty casual and fun.

CHAPTER TEAM MEETING
There will be a Chapter Team meeting Thursday evening, May 4 at 5 PM. Location for
the meeting is still undetermined. I will send out an email with the location
information Monday or Tuesday, These meetings are where we do the “chapter
business”.

A WORD FROM YOUR DIRECTORS
The “season” is winding down and most of you are heading
for the more northern climes. This has been a great season
with many new and interesting activities and rides . I would
like to say a special thanks to the people who made all of this
possible. Don Irgens, Brad Mohr, Dave and Jan
Beuker,and Bev Kindred. THANK YOU FOR ALL
YOU DO. Thanks too, to all of our wonderful sponsors who
have so generously supported us this year. Due to a lot of
personal reasons, we have not been able to participate at the
levels we would like. Fortunately, we can try again next
season. We look forward to seeing you all next season.

MOTORCYCLES AND THE LAW MONTH:
We had Bruce L Scheiner and his son, P.J. from Bruce L Scheiner Law Associates at
our last Chapter Gathering. What a great meeting and discussion we had! Thanks very
much to Bruce and PJ. for coming and sharing their expert advice with us. Thanks also
to BLS Law for their sponsorship for the last 2 years.

FL2-F INDIVIDUAL OF THE YEAR – BRAD MOHR

MEC NOTES - RIDING SEASON LESSONS LEARNED:
This time of year marks the end of our heavy riding season and it gives me a
little time to reflect on what worked and what didn’t for FL2-F membership
enhancement activities. It’s also time for me to grade myself and determine
what to improve in the future. Being an officer for a year now, I have the hang
of GWRRA politics, understand my Director’s goals, and know most of our
riders pretty well (still terrible on names). From the November through April
riding season below is my list of membership enhancement successes but I
understand that my opinion of a success may differ wildly from someone else’s
assessment:
1) Bike Talks: Overall pretty well received but need some different speakers next
year (i.e., sports medicine, insurance agent, trike expert).
2) Rider Rewards: Success. People like collecting the tickets and getting the prizes. Need to work on
some new program “twists.”
3) Special Rides/Overnight Rides: Key West and St. Augustine went well despite my lack of more
preparation for the first and poor weather for the second. Bok Tower Gardens was a well attended
ride – will go in February next season. Rides to other similar sites will be scheduled for the next year.
Could have more overnight rides during the season and think the riders will go based on destination.
4) Picnic Rides: Good response and will continue these rides in the future, 1st Wednesday of every
month beginning November.
5) Training Picnic: This went well and will continue next year. A lot of people get trained and the
food is great.
6) Gathering Move to Golden Corral: Good chapter decision and have received positive feedback.
Will stay there for the forseeable future.
7) Sponsorship: Acceptable level thus far. Hope to pick up two new sponsors over the summer.
On the other hand, I think some work is needed in the following areas:
1) Recruitment: Awful. We are making progress limited progress in recruiting full time Florida
members. Without those members, FL2-F is limited in manpower.
2) Social Outings: Mixed response. We had great attendance bowling and only a handful for the
miniature golf. Both golf prizes went to the same couple. My assumption was poor timing on the golf
but these events take time and effort to arrange. Was considering repeating these outings next season
and may consider a Super Bowl party, marksmanship practice at an outdoor gun range or possibly a
dinner cruise. WE NEED YOUR SUGGESTIONS!
3) Tech Day: Wanted to do one but ran out of time and resources. Will try next season.

4) FL2-F Gear: Went well for the first two months but our vendor decided to cancel orders for not
just this chapter but three other GWRRA chapters as well. I have a new vendor lined up and should
begin new orders within the May timeframe. Will lay in a stock of patches to meet demand.
5) Florida District GWRRA participation: We attended the District Conference in January and the
Rally in March. We do not have the full time personnel to competitively participate in major District
programs like Visitation, Newsletter or Chapter of the Year. I have been remiss in visiting all other
GWRRA chapters in Southwest Florida and will do so in the future.
We are starting now for next season so I plan to lick my wounds and try to do a better job
recruiting more people and anticipating what you all want to do. Will give myself a C+ with
the benefit of the doubt. All of us are working hard to make our rides/activities fun and
ensure that your time with FL2-F is worth the GWRRA membership fee. If you don’t like
our direction and have suggestions, don’t hesitate to give me a call or email me: Brad Mohr,
(571) 527-8901 or mohr.bradley@gmail.com

IT WAS A GREAT SEASON:
Wow, what a season we had. We went to places I
have never been to before. I will always ask for
restaurants and this season I got a few. One of them
was Ford Garage a nice place and good food. I had
Gary lead the way although I had a route and it was
just like his. We also had 30+ riders more than once. Although it was a little
more difficult to start out, things went good. One time we even split the
restaurants up because we felt the restaurants were not large enough to handle
the group of our size. Boy were we right, they both had other groups coming
there. We had a good time at both restaurants. We also went to Boc Tower and
Gardens for our Bye Bye Birdy outing. We had 22 people go there. That was
way more than I thought we would have had. We had a good time. We listened
to the bell concert and left there about 4 pm. It was a long and hot ride home.
Keep giving me restaurants to go to or I will have to pick them from the list
that I have. We will have a place to go to next season. Have a good season and
looking forward to seeing you all next fall Dave: your ride coordinator

SPECIAL THANKS GO OUT TO DON IRGENS
Chapter Treasurer and Ride Leader.and all around good guy.
Don is the voice of experience and wisdom in the Chapter.
Don knows his way around better than anyone I know. He is
steadfast and constant. Don is one of the main reasons we
have a Chapter here. Thanks for being here, Don. We are
looking forward to riding with you this summer.

SPECIAL THANKS ALSO TO ROBERT CALNEN
Robert has given generously of his time, talent and equipment.
Robert is a hard core rider and truly one of the good guys.
Robert really personifies what we want our chapter to be all
about. We are very fortunate that he has been willing to act as
Chapter Photographer. We look forward to seeing Robert next
season. Thank You, Robert! You can see much of Roberts’ work
on our website at http://gwrra-fl2-f.org/2017-events-fun-withfriends.

SUNSHINE ALWAYS MAKES US HAPPY
Bev Kindred is the best. Thanks for all your
help, Bev. We need and appreciate your
support We will be missing you this summer.
We always need our Sunshine Lady.

RIDER EDUCATION
Pete Siford and Lori Gavin have stepped up to become our
Chapter Ride Educators. What a great job they have done.
They have become certified ITCP Instructors so they can
train us in all the new GWRRA training modules. They
presented the seminars we were able to put on for you at
the Welcome Back BBQ in January. Great Job Guys!
They Wanted you to know the following:

Motorcycle Tire Failures
Motorcycle tires are just as susceptible to manufacturing defects and failures as
passenger tires. However, in the event of a blowout or tread separation, drivers
are more likely to lose control of their vehicle than those in cars, trucks or SUVs,
which ups their risk of suffering a serious injury as well. It is imperative that
motorcycle drivers keep on top of the latest news regarding motorcycle tire
recalls.
If you have been injured because of a motorcycle tire failure or defect, please contact us as
soon as possible.

Your Safety Rides On Your Motorcycle Tires
Notice what your tires are telling you while you're riding. If your steering
response is slow or mushy, or if your cornering and braking response is heavy,
there's a good chance your tires are underinflated. Vibrations or wobbling may
signal that actual tire damage has occurred and failure is imminent.

Properly maintaining your motorcycle tires (and its body, of course) will help you
stay as safe as possible and extend their lives for a bit longer. Also make sure to
keep to the following guidelines in mind to minimize your chances of sustaining
a serious injury in a motorcycle accident involving blowouts or tread
separations.

Motorcycle Tire Pressure and Inflation Maintenance
Checking tire pressure is one of the simplest, most important actions you can take to keep
your motorcycle safe. Underinflated tires can result in some of the following issues








Imprecise cornering
Higher running temperatures
Irregular tread wear at the edge of the contact patch
Fatigue cracking
Overstressing
Eventual failure of the tire carcass.

Overinflating does not increase load carrying capacity, but will result in a hard ride and
accelerated tire wear in the center of the contact patch. Keep in mind that hard
cornering, passengers, heavy loads and sustained high speeds require higher pressures
(up to that indicated on the sidewall).
Never exceed the loading and accessories restrictions found in your motorcycle owner's
manual, or the maximum load displayed on the tire sidewalls. Know your loaded
vehicle weight.

Check the air pressure in your motorcycle tires at frequent, regular intervals, especially
before and during any long trips you have planned. Use an accurate tire gauge that
holds a reading, and check pressures only when the tires are cold (we recommend
waiting one hour after running).
Repeated loss of inflation pressure may be the result of undetected tire damage.
Conduct visual inspections of tires, checking for the following faults:









Punctures
Cuts
Abrasions
Cracks
Irregular wear
Bulges
Blisters
Knots.

Always heed warning signs such as vibration, handling instability, rubbing or tire
noises that may occur during operation of the motorcycle. If in doubt, ask your
motorcycle tire dealer to check your loading and inflation along with the tires
themselves. Remove and replace any damaged tires immediately.
Never, under any circumstances, continue using tires with nonrepairable damage.
Problems caused by impacts, penetrations or continued underinflated/overloaded use
are progressive, and can result in sudden and complete tire failure at the worst possible
times.
Always seek expert inspection of the dismounted tire following curb, chuckhole or
other impacts, evidence of penetration beyond the tire surface, bulges or low pressure.
Do not continue riding if damages of these types is detected.

Front and Rear Motorcycle Tire Matching
Correctly matching front and rear motorcycle tires is important when achieving
optimum performance and handling. Mount motorcycle tires marked “front wheel” on
front positions and tires marked “rear wheel” on rear positions. Mismatching tires may
adversely affect handling and stability, increasing the chance of an injury. Avoiding
mixing worn as well unworn tires (like adding a new front tire with a worn rear tire),
because this can cause instability.
Motorcycle Tire Load-Carrying Capabilities

The load-carrying capability of all motorcycle tires is reduced by underinflation.
Remember to check your tire pressure on a regular basis. It is possible to overload a
tire, even if it’s the size specified by the manufacturer. Maximum motorcycle tire loads
and corresponding pressures are indicated on the sidewall. Tires offering different
load-carrying capacities are available, but carefully consider the weight of the
motorcycle (and any optional equipment), as well as whether it will carry passengers,
before committing to them.
Most tire manufacturers do not recommend the use of touring trailers or warrant tires
on motorcycles pulling trailers. These measures may contribute to motorcycle

instability because they can grossly exaggerate tire stresses and overload, leading to
irreversible tire damage or outright failure.
Maintaining Motorcycle Tire Clearance

If you intend to mount tire sizes other than those specified in the owner's manual,
consult with the motorcycle manufacturer first. A tire's physical dimensions are
important, and adequate clearance of fenders and the swingarm must be maintained
for the safest possible driving. Also keep in mind that increasing the tire size may
require an increase in rim width. Make sure to rotate the wheel and inspect closely for
sufficient clearance if this is the case.
Motorcycle Rim Size

Correct rim width is essential to motorcycle handling and stability. Tires installed on a
rim wider than recommended will have a flattened profile, and a rider may easily reach
the edge of the tread during cornering. Tires installed on a rim narrower than
recommended will alter the tire profile, which concentrates tire wear in a very small
area during cornering and creates a smaller contact patch during braking.
Motorcycle Tubes

The tubes involved in a tube-type wheel assembly should be treated with respect. When
fitting a new tire on a rim requiring a tube, a new tube should be fitted at the same
time. Old tubes become stretched, and if one is fitted within a new tire, it can crease
and fail due to thinning of the tube rubber. Tubes should be repaired only by an expert,
who will secure the tube valve assembly to rim with care.
Inspect rim band and consult motorcycle dealer for correct rim band replacement.
Always check the size markings on the tube to assure that the tire size is indicated. Do
not fit tubes in radial motorcycle tires, nor fit radials on rims requiring tubes, unless
the tubes bear matching size and radial (R) markings.
Minimum Motorcycle Tire Tread Depth

Excessively worn tires are more susceptible to penetrations and punctures by foreign
objects. Always remove tires from service before they reach the tread wear indicator
bars. Consult with the manufacturer for more specific information on tire tread wear
indicators for your specific motorcycle tire. Combining worn tires with unworn tires,
or using worn tires in wet road conditions will result in reduced handling.
Motorcycle Tire Speed Ratings

Manufacturers mark their tires with speed ratings to indicate their high-performance
capabilities. None of them recommend the use of any of their products in excess of legal
speed limits. Do not mix motorcycle tire speed ratings front to rear. Damaged, altered,
repaired, excessively worn, underinflated or overloaded tires will impact motorcycle
handling and limit the rated capabilities. High-speed tire failure could result in
catastrophic injury or death.
Motorcycle Tire Run-in Period

Mounting new or different tires on a motorcycle will affect its handling. Tire
replacements for worn, differently-patterned or -constructed tires will not react the
same. Motorcycle riders should be cautious, and not subject new tires to maximum
power, abrupt lean-overs or hard cornering until a reasonable run-in distance of
approximately 100 miles has been traveled. Breaking in a new tire or tire combination
allows riders to grow accustomed to the feel of the unfamiliar. Run-ins give
motorcyclists the opportunity to safely find the edge of the tire and achieve optimum
road grip for a range of speeds, acceleration and handling.
Check and adjust the inflation pressure to manufacturer-recommended levels after the
tire cools for at least three hours following the run-in. Remember, new tires will have a
very different contact patch and lean-over edge. New tires, mixing a new tire with a
worn older tire and mixing different pattern combinations all require careful ride
evaluation.
Motorcycle Tire Repair

Some punctures in motorcycle tires may be repaired. Permanent plug-patch repairs of
small tread area punctures from within the dismounted tire by a qualified tire repair
shop or motorcycle dealer are acceptable fixes. Never perform an exterior repair, and
never use an inner tube as a substitute for proper repair. Your speed should not exceed
50 mph for the first 24 hours after getting your tires fixed, and a repaired tire should
never be used over at speeds of over 75 mph. Check inflation pressure after the
repaired tire cools for at least three hours following run-in, or sooner if you suspect air
loss.
Liquid sealants should never be used to repair a motorcycle tire. These only provide
temporary repairs, and they may adversely affect your bike in the following ways:






Damage to ply material
Masking secondary damage caused by a penetrating objected
Changing tire balance
Altering handling
Exploding if exposed to an ignition source

Proper Motorcycle Maintenance

Regular motorcycle inspections, particularly of the wheels, are strongly recommended.
Tire mileage and performance can be inversely affected otherwise. Make sure to take
your ride to a motorcycle dealer, inclusive of tire inspections, for an expert perspective
that helps maximize the life of your motorcycle tires.
Keep suspension settings in strict compliance with the vehicle owner's manual.
Improperly-maintained components and incorrect or unbalanced front fork pressures
will affect stability. Low suspension pressure will generate excessive tire stresses and
shorten the life of your tire.
Motorcycle Tire Wheel Balance

It is vital that tire and wheel assemblies be balanced before use, and rebalanced each
time the tire is removed or replaced. Unbalanced tire and wheel assemblies can vibrate

at certain speeds, which will greatly accelerate tire wear and shorten the longevity of
the tire.
Motorcycle Wheel Alignment

Align the wheels each time the rear wheel is removed or the chain or belt is adjusted.
Each revolution of an incorrectly-aligned wheel can scuff off tread rubber, reduce tire
mileage and impair steering and cornering.
Motorcycle Spokes

Immediately replace broken spokes and tighten any loose ones that you find, as these
transfer additional tension to any adjoining spokes. The added tension increases the
chances for more spoke failures. After tightening or replacing spokes, be sure that the
wheel rims run true. Both broken and loose spokes may cause wheel wobble, thus
accelerating tire wear, and could cause instability.
Inspect the rim, rim band and tube, and replace any of these components if they are
damaged before refitting the tire.
Wheel and Rim Inspection

Bent wheel rims and bent or cracked cast wheels should be replaced immediately.
These can cause wheel wobble, bead unseating and, in the case of tubeless tires,
gradual air loss – if not outright tire failure.
Motorcycle Tire Sidewall Treatment

Use a mild soap solution to clean sidewalls, white striping or lettering, and rinse them
off with plain water. Never apply any other material, cleaners or dressings to enhance
sidewall appearance. These may degrade rubber and remove inherent ozone cracking
or weather checking resistance.
Motorcycle Tire Storage Precautions

The treatment that tires receive during extended periods of inactivity may directly
affect their mileage and performance.
Temperature

Try to avoid frequent and varied extremes of temperature during storage.
Do not keep tires next to radiators or other sources of heat. Tires subjected to these
conditions will age more quickly than those stored in a cool, constant environment.
Sunlight

Tires stored in direct sunlight for long periods of time will harden and age more quickly
than those kept in a dark or dimly-lit area.
Ozone

Do not store tires in the presence of electric motors. The high concentration of ozone
will accelerate tire aging.
Oil and Gasoline

Prolonged contact with oil or gasoline causes contamination of the rubber compound,
making the tire unsuitable for use. Wipe off any oil or gasoline that falls on your tire
immediately with a clean rag.
Do not use any tire that has experienced prolonged exposure to oil, gasoline, corrosives
or non-rubber compatible liquids.
Motorcycle Tire Mounting

Only specially-trained persons should mount tires. Improper mounting can cause tire
explosion and serious injury.
SOURCES: Dunlop, NHTSA, Safercar.gov

GPS—Helpful Hints
Submitted by: Gary Carmichael
Most all the newer bikes have GPS. The bikes after 2012 have a slot in the trunk for the
card with all the maps of the US and other areas the GPS supports from Garmin.
First of all know there is an update for the GPS from Garmin. The unit in the trunk also
has a second slot for a second card. This card is where you can set up / make routes you
would like to travel.
The program that Honda tells you to use is not easy and takes some real effort to figure
it out. I have found two different programs that make it really easy to set up routes. I
have been using them for over a year now. The one program developed just for
motorcycles and shows in color all the GOOD and Curvy roads in the US
and Canada is Rever. It is easy to make a route and it works very well and the
support is also very good. There is a second program needed, Garmin Base Camp and
this is for transferring the GPX files to the card so the GPS can read them and direct
you. If anyone needs a route built or is interested in the programs please let me know.
Well off to wing it some more.
Copied from Fl2-A Newsletter

WING DING 39:
Wing Ding 39 will be held in Grapevine, Texas Aug 27 to Sep 2, 2017. Go to wingding.org/39 for more information.

OPEN ROAD OUTFITTERS

GUESTS: Guests are welcome on our rides and events, we encourage that. How
else could you decide if you want to continue to participate? You can join by contacting me,
printing out the form on the website and mailing it in or going to www.gwrra.org. You don’t
have to own a Gold Wing to belong.

CHANGES TO WEEKLY RIDES: Changes to the weekly rides may happen from time
to time due to a great number of different factors. Check the website for the most up to date
information

CONTACT INFO: Your Chapter Directors are Glen & Edee Disbrow. Email is
glen.disbrow@gmail.com and phone is 206-396-0848. My address is PO Box 380571
Murdock, Fl 33938.
You are receiving this email because you have expressed interest in receiving information from and
about GWRRA Chapter FL2-F Gulf Coast Wings. If you wish to be removed from the email list send
an email to glen.disbrow@gmail.com and write “Remove Me” in the subject line and I will remove
your name from the email list. Your email address is used only for Chapter business and is not given
to anyone else for any reason

WHATS GOING ON.
Come on your bike, Come on your trike, come in your car – just be there!

Summer Ride Schedule to Start May 20
Startng Saturday May 20th we will begin our summer riding schedule. Rides will meet
behind the McDonalds in the parking lot of the Peachland Promenade Shopping Center
24133 Peachland Blvd, Port Charlotte 33954. Rides meet at 7:30 AM Ride leaves at 8
AM unless otherwise noted.
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday May 3* - Ride to Miller Ale House, Sarasota. Meet at
9:30 AM Ride leaves at 10 AM
Chapter Team Meeting: *Thursday May 4* 5PM location to be announced.
Chapter Gathering * Saturday May 6* Breakfast Social at 8:00 AM Gathering at 9:00
AM. We will have a Special Speaker. Held at Golden Coral 1451 Tamiami Trail in Punta
Gorda. Ride after the meeting. THIS IS A DOUBLE POINTS MEETING
After Meeting Ride * Saturday May 6* After Meeting Ride to Nichola’s Family
Restaurant in Wauchula. Meet in the parking lot of Golden Coral
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday May 10* - Ride to Palm Diner in Sebring . Meet at 9:30
AM Ride leaves at 10 AM.
Saturday Ride. *Saturday May 13 * - Ride to Der Dutchman in Sarasota . Meet at 9:30
AM Ride leaves at 10 AM.
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday May 17* - Ride Forrey Grill in LaBelle . Meet at 9:30 AM
Ride leaves at 10 AM
Saturday Ride. *Saturday May 20 * - SUMMER SCHEDULE Ride to Family
Restaurant in North Port. Meet at 7:30 AM Ride leaves at 8 AM.
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday May 24* - Ride Pauls Restaurant Wauchula. Meet at
7:30 AM Ride leaves at 8 AM
Saturday Ride. *Saturday May 27 * - Ride to Island Café, Matlatcha . Meet at 7:30 AM
Ride leaves at 8 AM.
Wednesday Ride. *Wednesday May 31* - Ride to Alva Diner, Alva. Meet at 7:30 AM
Ride leaves at 8 AM

CHAPTER TEAM
CHAPTER DIRECTOR:
Glen & Edee Disbrow

206-396-0848

glen.disbrow@gmail.com

616-893-9536

doctorb68@gmail.com

941-639-6886

dirgens@comcast.net

571-527-8901

mohr.bradley@gmail.com

203-706-0139

petesiford@yahoo.com

206-396-0848

glen.disbrow@gmail.com

616-893-9536

doctorb68@gmail.com

603-369-0055

bevrog195900@yahoo.com

ASST. CHAPTER DIRECTOR:
Dave & Janet Beuker
TREASURER:
Don Irgens
MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT
Brad Mohr
RIDER EDUCATOR:
Pete Siford & Lori Gavin
ASST RIDER EDUCATOR:
Glen Disbrow
RIDE COODINATOR:
Dave Beuker
SUNSHINE:
Bev Kindred

FLORIDA DISTRICT TEAM
SENIOR DISTRICT DIRECTORS:
Bill & Gina Berry
863-860-4484
DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TRAINERS:
Norm & Maggie Van Dame
813-684-1200
SENIOR DISTRICT EDUCATORS:
Rick & Pam Northrup
813-714-1669

dd@bwrraflorida.com
ltd@gwraflorida.com
de@gwrraflorida.com

FLORIDA DISTRICT TEAM (cont)
Asst. District Directors:
Denis Trucotte & Nikki Blaha
Asst District Educators (South):
Ray & Claudia Vega

305-731*0507

dturcotte@bellsouth.net

561-704-7378

rvega954@bellsouth.net

SOUTHEAST REGION “A” TEAM
SENIOR REGION “A” DIRECTORS
Jim & Sue Jackson
334-297-1719
REGION “A” RIDER EDUCATION:
Mike & Mary Coral
803-957-8575
REGION “A” MORORIST AWARENESS COORDINATOR:
Buddy & Kim Summer
803-924-2851
REGION “A” MEMBERSHIP ENHNACEMENT COODINATOR:
Rick & Madalena Buck
813-943-5231

jack297@bellsouth.net
mcgoldwing@gmail.com
buddykimsum@gmail.com
mec@gwrra-regiona.org

NATIONAL TEAM
DIRCTOR
Ray & Sandi Garris
RIDER EDUCATION DIRECTOR:
Bob & Althea Berry
Leadership Training Directors:
Joe Price

director@gwrra.org
director-re@gwrra.org
gwrradot@gmail.com

